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PROGRAM NOTE

"Left of Boom" is a military and intelligence agency term referring to the period of time leading up to
an event, often the detonation of a bomb or the carrying out of an attack. As opposed to "right of
boom" (which is affer the aftack - based on a left to right timeline), "left of boom" is a crifical period
for gathering intelligence and preventing a disaster. The term was popularized by Washington Post
writer Rick Atkinson.

LEFT OF BOOM is a work for developing bands, heavily utilizing repeated notes & phrases, dynamic
contrast, and minor modality, while maintaining ranges, rhythms and tempi appropriate for student
musicians.

PERFORMANCE NOTE

The work alternates between concert G minor and G Major, and remains in common time for the
entire duration, providing an opportunity to focus on articulation, dynamics, tempo, and style. Strict
adherence to the 120 bpm will help the "ficking time bomb" effect. Dynamic control and contrast
are critical to the success of the performance. Ranges are carefully considered for developing
musicians, and the orchestration provides strong doubling for a full sound.

The Timpani part is also a critical component, requiring the use of felt covers or mutes. Some
experimentation can lead to the correct timbre, but the goal is to create very muffled staccato
notes on the drumes, similar to marching bass drums. Vic Firth T3 General mallets are fine, but
experimentation is encouraged. When the covers/mutes are removed, the mallet choice will matter
more, use your judgement. The concert toms should mirror the Timpani parts, by playing in the
center of the drum and using felt mallets for the beginning and ending of the piece. Feel free fo
experiment, as always.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Composer, conductor, & GRAMMY® nominated music educator Andrew David Perkins (b.1978)
holds an advanced specialist certificate in Orchestration from the Berklee College of Music, a
Master of Music degree from the University of Michigan, and a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from
Michigan State University. Finalist for The National Band Association Revelli Award, Merrill Jones
Award, and The Ravel International Composition Prize, Perkins' music is regularly performed at
national and stafe contests, conferences, and at the Midwest International Band Clinic. Mr. Perkins
is the winner of the 2018 National Band Association/Alfred Publishing Young Band Composition
Contest, and the 2021 American Prize in Wind Band Composition.

Mr. Perkins has received commissions from a number of organizations including The Michigan School
Band and Orchestra Association, Le Conservatoire de Limonest, Bowling Green State University, The
Flint Youth Symphony Orchestra, The Royal Academy of Music, London, and his works have been
performed by hundreds of ensembles around the world. He is a member of ASCAP and his music is
exclusively published through APOLLO STUDIOS Music Publishing. Mr. Perkins resides in Michigan with
his family.
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