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COMMISSIONERS NOTE

Commissioned by the Grandville Calvin Christian School
Music Department, in memory of Jeff Looman

Jeff was the 5th-12th Grade Band Director at Calvin Christian for 23 years, and was fragically killed in a car-
bicycle accident in 2013. He left a lasting legacy as a master-teacher and valued colleague, largely because
of his ability to live life to its fullest in his faith, his relationships, and in his love for music education. Jeff was
known for his enthusiasm and zest for life, but he will always be remembered for his strongly-rooted faith and the
deep impact he had on everyone who knew him.

Jeff was also an avid church musician as a trombone player, a church choir director, and a lover of traditional
hymns which he loved singing with his family and church community. “Nearer, Still Nearer” was one of his
favorites.

- Sarah Horton (Jeff's daughter), Director of Bands, Grandville Calvin Christian Schools

PERFORMANCE NOTE

Special aftention should be paid to the opening frills from the Vibraphone and Clarinets. No individual player
should stick out, the overall texture should be homogenous, and shimmering.

Several Triangles are required, for a special effect in the opening of the piece. If possible, use different
size/timbre for each Triangle, and space the players out left to right for maximum effect.

Percussion mallet choices should be soft and with very little contact sound. Two mallets are required for the Bass
Drum and Tam-Tam. If Crotales are not available, the part can be performed on Glock. Vibraphone should not
use the motor.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Composer, conductor, & GRAMMY® nominated music educator Andrew David Perkins (b.1978) holds an
advanced specialist certificate in Orchestration from the Berklee College of Music, a Master of Music degree
from the University of Michigan, and a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from Michigan State University. Finalist for
The National Band Association Revelli Award, Merrill Jones Award, and The Ravel International Composition
Prize, Perkins' music is regularly performed at state, national, and international contests & conferences, and at
the Midwest International Band Clinic. Mr. Perkins is the winner of the 2018 National Band Association/Alfred
Publishing Young Band Composition Contest, and the 2021 American Prize in Wind Band Composition.

Mr. Perkins has received commissions from a number of organizations including The Royal Academy of Music
London, Le Conservatoire de Limonest, The Michigan School Band and Orchestra Association, Bowling Green
State University, The Flint Youth Symphony Orchestra, and his works have been performed by hundreds of
ensembles around the world. His music is exclusively published through APOLLO STUDIOS Music Publishing
(ASCAP) and he resides in Michigan with his family.
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