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PROGRAM NOTE

In the early 1960s, the proliferation of the jet turbine engine collided with “new money” hunger for freedom and
exploration, sparking a golden age of air travel. At the same time as slower propeller planes were replaced with sleek,
faster airliners, people were itching to get away and see new things, and were looking for something glamorous and fun.
Slowly at first, and then all at once, the destinations that had been a luxury for the wealthy became the playground of
more middle class pleasure seekers. Air travel became less exclusive, and plane fravel became a fashion show in the sky.

Each movement of JET SET whisks the audience from one fantastic destination to the next; from the frenetic energy of
New York City to the stately elegance of London, from the romantic charm of Paris to the ancient beauty of Rome, from
the vibrant night clubs of Havana to the “let it ride” glamour of Las Vegas. The saxophone is our proxy for this getaway,
serving as both our tour guide and co-pilot.

JET SET invites us to be carried away musically, temporally, and of course, first class.

Andrew David Perkins, January, 2025

PERFORMANCE NOTE

JET SET is a "pop” concerto, as as such, the interpretation of styles should be heavily influenced by the various styles from
the late 1950's and early 1960's. JET SET requires an altered stage setup, with the big block “8 & 5" seating of Trumpets/
Trombones, and Saxes, placed within the larger wind ensemble seating arrangement. (see below)

« Timp. Mallets 2

« Claves
Tam-tam Timpani

Crash Pair

Bells
+ Mallets

* Cowbell

6 Vibes

m Soloist Podium

This seating arrangement should be followed as strictly as possible, with the exception of the harp, which can be placed
on either side, by the vibes would work equally well. The most important elements are that the soloist, drum set, and bass
player are relatively close and can communicate with the conductor as a quartet, and that seating of the directional
brass and saxes. (another option would be to move the euphonium, fuba, and bassoons to the interior of the setup, and
have the "big band” on the far right. The risers are ideal, but not critical, especially if placing the “big band” risers
creates an imbalance.

All 4 frumpets will need harmon mutes, and special attention to balance between the clarinets and the harmon muted
frumpets in Mvt. 2 will create the “accordion” effect desired. You may need to experiment with stems/no stems, etc.

If possible, the drum set should be a “bop” kit with an 18-20" bass drum, and jazz cymbals such as Zildjian K's,
Constantinoples, or similar. Ultimately, the drum set should not overpower the ensemble, nor sound too modern.

It is preferred that the bass is an upright, however, if the part is played on an electric bass, it is preferred that it be a 1958
Fender Precision Bass, through an Ampeg.



Mallet selection for the orchestra bells should be relatively dark, similar to a celeste sound. For the shakers, fill a couple of
cocktail shakers with black beans orrice.

The soloist should be lightly mic’ed, preferably with a Shure 55SH (Elvis style) on a vintage stand, next to the soloist music
stand. If the mic also pics up some of the flutes and clarinets color, that's great.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Composer, conductor, mulfi-instrumentalist, & GRAMMY® nominated music educator Andrew David Perkins (b.1978)
holds an advanced specialist certificate in orchestration from the Berklee College of Music, a Master of Music degree
from the University of Michigan, and a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from Michigan State University. Finalist for The
National Band Association Revelli Award, Merrill Jones Award, and The Ravel International Composition Prize, his music
has been featured at ABA Conventions, CBNDA National and Regional Conferences, TMEA, The Midwest Clinic, The
Western International Band Clinic, and at numerous all-state concerts and state conferences. Mr. Perkins is the winner of
the 2018 National Band Association/Alfred Publishing Young Band Composition Contfest, and his concert band suite
"TUEBOR" was selected as the winner of the 2023 American Bandmasters Association Sousa/Ostwald Composition
Contest.

Mr. Perkins has had the pleasure of receiving commissions from a number of organizations including The Royal Academy
of Music London, Le Conservatoire de Limonest, The Assembly Saxophone Quartet, The Michigan School Band and
Orchestra Association, Michigan State University, The University of San Diego, Purdue University Fort Wayne, The University
of South Carolina, Wright State University, Sienna Heights University, Albion College, The University of Wisconsin Stevens
Point, Bowling Green State University, The Flint Youth Symphony Orchestra, and The Pegasus Wind Symphony. His music is
published through APOLLO STUDIOS Music Publishing (ASCAP) and he resides in Michigan with his family.
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