


 
 
 

PROGRAM NOTE 
 
 

Commissioned by the Michigan School Band & Orchestra Association, District III, for the 
Oxford High School Wind Ensemble, Jim Gibbons, Director. Dedicated to the students 

lost on November 30, 2021, and the survivors who bravely carry on. 
 
 
On November 30, 2021, a mass shooting occurred at Oxford High School in the Detroit exurb of Oxford Township, 
Michigan. Four students were killed and seven people were injured, including a teacher. Shortly afterwards, I was 
approached by the Michigan School Band & Orchestra Association (District 3) and asked to compose a piece of music 
for the Oxford High School Band, to commemorate the lives of the deceased, and honor the survivors. This work is the 
result of several dialogues I held with Jim Gibbons (the Oxford Director of Bands), the students at Oxford, and the 
incredible community of music directors in the state. 
 
I initially struggled with finding the right approach for this piece, as there were so many important and complex points of 
view about the subject matter. It was important to me that the voices of the Oxford students themselves were 
represented, and included in the performance, hence the title "VOX NOSTRA" (OUR VOICE in Latin) The resulting work 
juxtaposes the students’ words of anguish, anger, and despair against the consonant and reflective harmonies that 
honor the lives of the deceased. It offers the listener an opportunity to experience this range of emotions; disbelief, 
sorrow, anger, regret, but also healing, and ultimately, hope. 

Andrew David Perkins, May, 2022 
 
 
 
 

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 
 
Composer, conductor, & GRAMMY® nominated music educator Andrew David Perkins (b.1978) holds an advanced 
specialist certificate in Orchestration from the Berklee College of Music, a Master of Music degree from the University of 
Michigan, and a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from Michigan State University. Finalist for The National Band Association 
Revelli Award, Merrill Jones Award, and The Ravel International Composition Prize, Perkins' music is regularly performed at 
state, national, and international contests & conferences, and at the Midwest International Band Clinic. Mr. Perkins is the 
winner of the 2018 National Band Association/Alfred Publishing Young Band Composition Contest, and the 2021 
American Prize in Wind Band Composition. 
 
Mr. Perkins has received commissions from a number of organizations including The Royal Academy of Music London, Le 
Conservatoire de Limonest, The Michigan School Band and Orchestra Association, Bowling Green State University, The 
Flint Youth Symphony Orchestra, and his works have been performed by hundreds of ensembles around the world. His 
music is exclusively published through APOLLO STUDIOS Music Publishing (ASCAP) and he resides in Michigan with his 
family. 
 
 
 
 

PERFORMANCE NOTE 
 
The narration is absolutely critical to the performance, and the piece should not be performed absent the words. The 
narration should be executed using either the mp3 audio track (available at www.andrewdavidperkins.com) or 
performed live as spoken word. The mp3 is preferred, as it includes the recorded voices of the Oxford students 
themselves.  
 
Special attention must be paid to tempo, in order to create sonic spaces for the voices to exist in the texture. This will 
require additional rehearsal with playback systems, etc. When in doubt, the ensemble should be lower in volume than 
the narration, removing players if necessary.  
 
After the final narration cue, the conductor may more freely interpret the tempi and dynamics for greatest effect.  





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                            INSTRUMENTATION 

 
 
 

    Full Score 
     
    Flute 1 (requires 3 players minimum)  

Flute 2 (requires 3 players minimum)   
Oboe 
Bassoon  
Clarinet 1 
Clarinet 2 
Clarinet 3 
Bass Clarinet 
Contra Alto Clarinet in Eb (opt.)  
Alto Saxophone 1 
Alto Saxophone 2   
Tenor Saxophone   
Baritone Saxophone  
Trumpet 1  
Trumpet 2  
Trumpet 3 
Horn 1 
Horn 2  
Trombone 1  
Trombone 2  
Trombone 3  
Euphonium T.C.  
Euphonium  
Tuba  
Timpani 
Wind Chimes/Glockenspiel Vibraphone 
Bass Drum 
Suspended Cymbal/Triangle Tam-Tam 
Chimes  

 
  Narration Track (download from www.andrewdavidperkins.com)  

    (may also be performed live as spoken word) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(The purchase of this set of score & parts includes a license to 

reproduce the parts per your ensemble needs.) 
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"Where	are	we	now?	Wil l
anything	just	pause?"

∑ ∑

"School	feels	l ike	a	false	normal.	Everyone	holds	their	breath
when	the	announcements	come	on.	It	feels	l ike	everyone's	trying	to
act	OK,	but	there	wil l	never	be	a	normal	again.	I	guess	there	never
was.	Safe	is	a	myth."
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"Mostly	I 'm	sad.	I	have	nightmares	al l	the	time,	
and	when	I	have	nothing	to	think	about	it's	the	
first	thing	to	pop	in	my	mind."
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